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CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT (SIMPLE OFFENCES) BILL 2004 
Third Reading 

MR J.A. McGINTY (Fremantle - Attorney General) [3.05 pm]:  I move - 

That the Bill be now read a third time. 

MS S.E. WALKER (Nedlands) [3.05 pm]:  I am disappointed in two aspects of the Criminal Law Amendment 
(Simple Offences) Bill 2004.  First, during the budget estimates hearings on 18 May 2004, the Attorney General 
raised the very serious problem that young people in Aboriginal communities, and other communities - but he 
was commenting particularly on Aboriginal communities after speaking with the magistrate in Kalgoorlie - were 
being given substances such as petrol and glue in return for sexual favours.  In Assembly Estimates Committee 
A on 18 May 2004 - I have been through this once today, so I will not go through it again - at page E16 of 
Hansard the Attorney General referred to the effect that petrol sniffing has on children.  He stated - 

Short-term effects can include euphoria, slurred speech, double vision, excitability, uncoordinated 
movements and, on occasions, unconsciousness from overdose . . . longer-term effects . . . can include 
brain damage, weight loss, fatigue, tremors, violent outbursts, depression, social and sociological 
developmental problems. 

Further down that page the Attorney General stated - 

When the purpose for which it is supplied is inhalation, we will regard that as a serious criminal offence 
with a penalty of imprisonment associated with it in order to offer some assistance to those 
communities to get them back to a functional level. 

As it emerged today, the offence of stupefaction is already in section 293 of the code; that is, stupefying 
someone with drugs in order to commit an indictable offence against that person.  That will not necessarily cover 
the situation in which some of the children in those communities find themselves, because the offence that the 
Attorney General has brought in is merely for supplying substances.  It does not go that additional step.  It is a 
simple offence, and I believe it has a penalty of 12 months imprisonment.  The Government’s response to this 
very serious issue is to bring in a simple offence with a penalty of 12 months and just deal with the supplying 
aspect.  In the Police Act, the Criminal Code and the new simple offences legislation, there is now no provision 
to cover that situation.  With this legislation, there was an opportunity to cover it.  The Attorney General said 
that older people in the community were giving young people those substances.  There is no provision in the 
code to cover a situation in which an older person says to a young person, “If you commit a sexual act with me, I 
will give you this substance”, because that does not come under stupefaction in section 293.  I believe it is a very 
poor response.  I hope the Attorney General will look at it again. 

The other issue in this Bill that I do not think has been thought through by the Attorney General - it has not been 
thought through by him because he did not know the meaning of “attainted” - is the qualification for a person to 
become a member of Parliament and how that is being changed.  Under this Bill, it is possible for a person who 
has supplied intoxicants to a young child and is convicted under this new provision - we should bear in mind the 
damage that such a person does to young children - to stand for and be elected to Parliament.  I ask whether we 
should enable that to happen.  It is also possible for a person who has indecently dealt with someone - the 
Attorney General will have a look at that wording - to stand for Parliament.  I do not think it is appropriate that 
we pass laws to allow people who have those sorts of convictions to stand for Parliament.  I hope the Attorney 
General will look at those two areas again.  Aside from that, I have no further comment on the Bill.   

Question put and passed. 

Bill read a third time and transmitted to the Council. 
 


